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PLANNING IN GREAT BRITAIN 


We have just had an interesting letter from 
Gordon Stephenson, who has been appointed senior 
research assistant in the Planning Division of the 
Ministry of Works and Buildings (now the Ministry 
of Works and Planning). Gordon has written us in 
part as follows: “Last year there was a growing 
movement for planned reconstruction. It developed 
rapidly when theGermans were forced by the Russians 
to quit bombing our cities. 


"When Lord Reith was Minister of Works and 
Buildings he was charged by the Cabinet to investi- 
gate two problems which would confront a Central 
Planning Authority (for over a year assumed by the 
Cabinet to be a necessity for physical reconstruc- 
tion). The first, under Mr. Justice Uthwatt, is 
to report on compensation and betterment. Its in- 
terim report stated the conclusion that a Central 
Planning Authority was ab- 





The heroic days when we 
were constantly bombarded 
from the air were over - 
momentarily or pertfaps for 
the duration. Every one 
could see that reconstruc- 
tion, piecemeal at the 
very least, would have to 
be carried out after the 
cessation of hostilities." 

He writes further: 
"There isa small Ministry 
of Reconstruction now in 
the charge of the Paymas- 
ter General, Sir William 
Jowitt. This Ministry is 


Indiana, on Tuesday, 


Education; 





NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING 


The annual meeting of members of the 
American Society of Planning Offictals will be 
held at the Claypool Hotel 
May 26, at 2 p.m. 

At the annual meeting reports will be sub- 
mitted by the committees on (a) A Program for 
the Use of Tax-Abandoned Lands; 
(c) Urban Redevel opment; 
Highways and Transportation. 
Director will briefly review the activities of 
the Society during the past year, 
will be an election of officers. 


solutely essential. The 
second, with Lord Justice 
Scott as chairman, is mak- 
ing athorough examination 
of questions affecting 
rural and agricultural de- 
velopment and the relation 
of industry thereto. It 
has taken evidence from 
every groupin the country 
with a real interest in 
rural development, and 
should issue its report 
in about three months. 
"The Ministry of Works 
and Planning isin control 


in Indianapolis, 


(b) Planning 
and (d) 
The Executive 


and there 








to concern itself with the 

broader social-economic aspects of reconstruction 
and to coordinate the post-war reconstruction ac- 
tivities of all Ministries. Some Ministries have 
given thought to these problems, particularly the 
Board of Education and the Ministry of Agriculture, 
and recently the Ministry of Health has appointed 
a committee to study the problem of post-war hous- 
ing standards. 


of building construction 
throughout the country. It issues licenses for 
building materials, coordinates labor and plant al- 
location, carries out some of the work for the sup- 
ply departments. The Planning Division, though not 
yet crystallized, will probably be set up in three 
sections - legal, planning administration (under 
the direction of George Pepler), and research (under 
Professor Holford of the University of Liverpool)." 


COMMITTEE REPORTS AT ASPO ANNUAL MEETING 


A number of ASPO committees have done extensive work since the last annual meeting and will present 


important reports at the meeting in Indianapolis. 


A report on 


"A Program for the Use of Tax-Abandoned 


Lands" has been completed. It points out that present policies directed toward getting tax-abandoned lands 
"back on the tax rolls" have almost uniformly been failures and that what is needed isa basic land policy. 

The Committee on Education has prepared a report dealing with the training of architects, engineers, 
landscape architects, social scientists, et al., to do certain kinds of planning work to relieve the great 
shortage of planning personnel in the present emergency. It is contemplated that the Highways and Trans- 


portation Committee, which prepared am excellent report for the San Francisco meeting, will have continued 
and extended its studies so that a further report will be available at the forthcoming meeting. 








1941 CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS 


We have succeeded in procuring a number 
of copies of the Proceedings of the National 
Conference on Planning for 1941 (which went out 
of print shortly after publication). These 
are now for sale at $2 per copy. 











RETAILERS FORM POST-WAR PLANNING COMMITTEE 


The National Retail Dry Goods Association has 
formed a Committee for Post-War Economy which is 
concerning itself with the post-war rebuilding of 
cities. The committee has suggested that retailers 
might make a contribution such as, (1) Housing, 
private dwellings, slum clearance, city planning, 
(2) Aviation: possibility of local development of 
this industry, (3) Transportation, (4) Nutrition 
and health, (5) Increased cooperation between labor 
and management through local arbitration boards, 
(6) Public morale, (7) Export trade, (8) Savings 
and investment as related to post-war economy, 
(9) Cooperetion with Public Employment Services in 
an effort to secure full emvoloyment. 

Saul Cohn of the City Stores Mercantile Company 
of New York is chairman of the committee, and 
Fletcher Clark is secretary. Frank H. Neely, who 
is cheirman of the Fulton County Planning Conmmis- 
sion, is also a member of the committee. 


Council Orders War Plant, 
Zoning Offender, to Move 


A manufacturing concern which 
twice violated City zoning ordi- 
nances and then asked for immun- 
ity = the ground that it was) that the Falcon company was mak- 
essential to the war effort was ing gauges essential to the manu- 
ordered by the City Council Tues-| facture of airplane motors by the 
day to prepare at once to locate| Packard Motor Car Co. and that 
and to move to a new factory. jo Army would not permit inter- 

The company concerned is the | ruption of manufacturing. _Com- 
Falcon Thread Grinding Co., at| pany officials told the Council that 
A100 BicNiseols cad east. Capt. | locating another building suitable 
Robert E. Fetting, Army Air Corps! for the “delicate” work would be 
engineering officer, accompanied | @fficult. 
company officials to the Council; |*°U converted an old store 

‘ |when you set up this establish- 
chamber Wednesday to ask for) ment,” Councilman Edwards com- 
relief from zoning  regulation.| mented. “I cannot believe that you 
George Emery, city planner, ex-| cannot find a new site.” 
plained the case to the Council. | On motion of Edwards the Coun- 

“This concern,” he said, “illegally | cil unanimously approved a reso- 
converted a store into a factory in| lution staying action against the 
violation of zoning laws. While the| company until a new site could be 
question of whether they should be! found but directed also that the 
made to move was pending they| City Building Department keep 
again violated the ordinance by! check to make sure that a new 
expanding the plant. They now} location was found quickly. 


-From the "Detroit News," April 9, 1942. 


want an amendment to the zoning 
law in order to stay in business at 
their present location.” 


Capt. Fetting told the Council 





CORRECTION 


We seem to have acquired the dangerous habit 
of thinking only in terms of millions of dollars. 
As a consequence, we incorrectly used the figure 
#100,000,000 in "Greenbelt Towns for Sale" which 
appeared on page 30 of the April issue of the News 
Letter. The figure should have been $100,000. 
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POST-WAR PLANNING IN NEW YORK STATE 


The New York legislaturein its recent session 
has created the machinery which may well set a 
precedent fora program of post-war planning at the 
state level. Word has just been received ofa 
series of bills that were enacted providing for the 
establishment of a State Commission for Post-War 
Public Works Planning. The legislature also appro- 
priated $450,000 which may be spent now by the Con- 
mission for the preparation of plans and specifi- 
cations of projects to be constructed after the war. 

The Commission is given broad powers to carry 
out the program. In the terms of the bill, it is 
"(a) to keep records of the progress of design of 
railroad grade crossing eliminations, highways, 
parkways, buildings and other structures and public 
housing projects, for which funds for detailed 
plans and specifications have heretofore been made 
available to various state departments, so that 
the status, scope, cost, employment possibilities, 
materials and equipment needed for the execution 
of such projects after the war may be promptly 
available to officials and to the public: (b) to 
order, allot funds for, and keep records of the 
progress of, the preparation of plans and specifi- 
cations for state projects in addition to the pro- 
jects enumerated in paragraph (a); (c) to prepare 
and maintain current progress information on the 
design of post-war projects by municipalities of 
the state; and (d) to maintain liaison with federal 
officials and agencies concerned with post-war 
planning." 

The Commission is further authorized to spend 
money "for the preparation of plans and specifica- 
tions for state institutions, buildings and inci- 
dental structures and other state projects to be 
constructed after the war." 

All of the necessary work in connection with 
the execution of the program may be prepared at the 
discretion of the Commission either by the depart- 
ment of public works or by private architectural 
or engineering firms. 

The Commission is to be composed of the direc- 
tor of the state bureau of planning in the division 
of commerce and representatives of other state de- 
partments, along with the chairmen of several leg- 
islative committees. 

The monies to be expended are to come from 
the proceeds of a specially created Post-War Plan- 
ning and Capital Reserve Fund. 


ALABAMA'S FIRST COUNTY PLANNING 


MONTGOMERY, Ala., March 10| mingham Jan. 21. Dixon said the 
—()—Gov. Frank M. Dixon Tues-| City of Birmingham supported the 
day appointed a nine-member re-| county’s recommendations. ; 
gional planning commission for Jef-| _Members, with the expiration 
ferson County—the first such group | dates of their terms, are: 
ever set up in the state. | Maurice F. Bishop, Birmingham, 

Duties of such commissions, as| March 10, 1943; L. F. Jeffers, Bir- 
set out in the 1940 code, are to| mingham, March 10. 1944; Osburn 
plan for the physical development | Zuber. Birmingham, March 10, 1945; 
of their regions, such as location | C. A. Wiegand, Birmingham, March 
of streets, utilities, zoning and the | 10, 1946; Joe F. Lewis, Bessemer, 


like. | March 10, 1946; W. H. Kessler, Bir- 
The Jefferson County group was | mingham, March 10, 1947; Francis 
appointed as the result of a petition| W. Sheppard, Birmingham, March 


by the Jefferson County governing | 10, 1948, and Harold M. Henderson, 
body, heard by the governor in Bir-! Birmingham, March 10, 1948. 


-From the "Birmingham News. 
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SITE PLAN FOR LARGE-SCALE, LOW-COST, PRIVATE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 
Prepared by the Los Angeles County Regional Planning Commission 
































































































































































































































"THE CITY" IN QUINCY 


ASPO has a copy of the film 
"The City," which has been loaned 
to ASPO members throughout the 
United States. The conditions of 
the loan are that the member will 
pay transportetion charges and 
guarantee a competent operator 
and a satisfactory projector. 
When used in a well planned pro- 
gram, "The City" is effective in 
stimulating a desire for community 
planning. Thus in Quincy, I1li- 
nois, the filmwas used fora full 
week and was shown to the Rotary 
Club, Quincy College, the Busi- 
ness and Professional Women, the 
Women's City Club, schools, the 
Kiwanis Club, the Parent Teach- 
ers Association, and the Quincy 
Housing and Planning Council. 


Fred Clark Resigns 


Among Fred Clark’s definite accomplish- 
ments in the position of planning director of 
the New Hampshire Planning and Develop- 
ment Commission is a service to the state as a 
whole that is as tangible and valuable as the 
individual projects he has devised and carried 
through so effectively. 

When Fred Clark came here in 1936 “plan- 
ning” was only a word, one which, when used 
in connection with government undertakings, 
was viewed with some skepticism by the pub- 
lic-at-large. Groups with more visionariness 
than vision were fond of the word, and em- 
ployed it extensively and expensively, particu- 
larly when speaking of federal enterprises. 

But Fred Clark has taught New Hampshire 
that planning is something very important, 
very worth while, and rather than an example 
of extravagance, a factor allied with economi- 





ith cal management. We regret that he is to 

wd DESIGN PLAN leave New Hampshire, but congratulate him, 
warmly and sincerely, on the new opportunity 

rt- L A KK E WwW O O D * | T Y of service that has come to him, and at the 

ral caeerene LOS ANGELES COUNTY CALIFORNIA same time commend him to the Regional 

AREA Plan Association, which he is to serve as di- 

rector. 

ec- 3 ro From an editorial in the Manches- 

ion ter (N.H.) "Union," Feb.26, 1942. 
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THE SIGNS COME DOWN 





The City Commission of Miami, Floride, 
December adopted an ordinance which prohibits all 


last 


overhanging signs on buildings in the 
area unless they are constructed as part of the 
wall and protrude not more than four feet. The 
intention of the ordinance is of course the beau- 
tification of downtown streets in Miami. Property 
owners have four years in which to remove noncon- 
forming signs. The above illustration shows the 
removal of the sign of the Keyes Conpany, 4 real 
estate firm, from the Biscayne Building, well in 
advance of the effective date of the ordinence. 


downtown 


HARRISBURG REGION PROGRESS REPORT 


The Harrisburg Regional Planning Commission 
has just issued its first progress report. 

Recently it has been concerned with the effect 
of the war progrem on the Harrisburg area. It aid- 
ed the Borough of Mechanicsburg to make e housing 
registretion survey in connection with the location 
of ea Neval Depot and will write a zoning ordinance 
for the borough asafirst step toward the develop- 
ment of a master plan. 

The Commission has also been studying the fea- 
sibility of instituting staggered working hours in 
Harrisburg as an efficiency and conservation mea- 
sure to relieve the rush hour traffic jams. 





SOUND SLIDE FILMS’ 


Produced and Distributed by the 
th Bureau of Agricultural Economics tit 
| United States Department of Agriculture 
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CITIZEN ° PLANNING . LOOKING 
FARMER IN ACTION AHEAD 


he story of farm organizations 
anc how they and government spon 
mittees each meke their 
separate contributions to agriculture 
welfare ultural Planning Committees tion 


Tells of how the farmers in one 
Defense eres sided and ere siding 
the Wer Program through their Agr 


Describes the need for agricul 
tural planning end tells how farmers 





are taking their pert in its oper 


25MM FILM WITH RE RD RUNNING TIME ABOUT 16 MINUTES 
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PLANNING EDUCATION 


Curriculum.—Although the fields of architecture and landscape archi- 
tecture have each their rather definite boundaries, the broad area of plan- 
ning concerned with the problems of the regional and the metropolitan 
community has long been a mutual underlying interest for both depart- 
ments of this College. Regional and city planning is inclusive indeed, com- 
prising as it does the use of land, the handling of transportation, the 
pattern of communities, and the regulation of building use. It implies the 
ability of man not only to create but to remodel and favorably control 
community, regional, and even national environment for the better func- 
tioning of modern civilization. The planning involved in the practice of 
architecture and landscape architecture is relatively objective. The study 
of contemplated projects results in solutions planned and constructed in 
a few years or even in a few months. A project in city planning, how- 
ever, cannot hope for any such comfortably finite conclusion. It involves 
land use as conditioned by population shifts and needs, a continuing prob- 
lem. The planning group concerned can therefore only bring the steady 
application of established principles to the gradual development and im- 
provement of the area in question. City planning is long-time planning 
toward a set of shifting objectives with details carried out from year to 
year so as to fit into the flexible general framework. 

As is natural in a newly recognized field still related to established 
disciplines, many of those who rank as our leading planners are men who 
have entered the field from technical education in architecture or the 
social sciences. The rapid current expansion of planning effort far exceeds 
the supply of planners, and men with adequate training are in great demand 
in the various planning organizations throughout the nation. A few schools 
of high standing are now offering professional education in community plan- 
ing. It seems likely that only a few schools will be able to afford the 
facilities to train personnel effectively for this broad and highly specialized 
field. After a thorough study of the qualifications of the community plan- 
ner as regards his professional function, the faculty of the College is con- 
vinced that the University of Michigan has certain unusual facilities for 
this special education. In technical planning itself we have a strong staff 
in architecture and landscape architecture. Here at the University, more- 
over, we are in a specially favorable position with respect to that background 
of social and allied technical sciences which we believe must precede the 
study of actual problems in planning. The departments of Econdmics, 
Engineering, Political Science, Law, Real Estate, and Sociology are out- 
standing at the University of Michigan and are already presenting géneral 
courses and suitable special offerings available to students of planning. 
Furthermore, since community planning is by definition a matter of public 
concern, it is a proper activity in a state university. The relations of the 
University of Michigan with the many agencies of the state government 
should permit our co-operation in the public interest. 

At their regular May meeting, the Board of Regents approved a gradu- 
ate program in regional and city planning submitted for consideration 
by the faculty of this College. This program constitutes a sixth year 
following the five-year undergraduate program in architecture or landscape 
architecture. It will alsc be available to graduates of other professional 
schools of comparable standing. In order to ensure a sound background, 
undergraduate students who look forward to taking up this work are re- 
quired to cover certain fields aud courses in general; and land economics, 
civil engineering, geography, political science, and sociology in addition to 
their technical undergraduate training in this school. Those who have 
taken their undergraduate work elsewhere may need a longer period to 
cover the studies available in the combination program here. 


-From the Report of the College of Architecture 
and Design, University of Michtgan, 1940-1941. 


WAR-TIME INCREASE IN TRANSPORTATION 


A study of the American Transit Association 
shows that the number of passengers being carried 
on city streetcars and busses is 19.4 per cent over 
1941. These figures are based on the experience of 
109 transit companies outside of New York City. 

In Washington, D. C., transit passengers ere 
43 per cent more than in March of last year. The 
figures for a number of other cities are as follows: 
Newport News, 43%; Savannah, 48%; Wilmington, 82%; 
Akron, 230%; Baltimore, 28%; Buffalo, 37%; Dayton, 
26; Fort Worth, 38%; Galveston, 30%; Indianapolis, 
24%; Louisville, 2%. 
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RURAL ZONING PROGRESS IN WISCONSIN 


A letter from M. W. Torkelson, Director of 
Regional Planning, describes the most recent ex- 
perience of the Wisconsin State Planning Board in 
rural zoning. Ordinances for Dane, Sauk, and Colun- 
bia counties were prepared with the assistance of 
the State Planning Board and are now operating in 
a majority of communities in those counties. Mr. 
Torkelson comments as follows: 

"I think you will be interested in the unique 
experience in rural zoning which has occurred in 
Dane, Sauk, and Columbia counties. As you remember, 
zoning procedure in Wisconsin requires the county 
board to direct the county park commission to pre- 
pare a report and tentative ordinance for public 
hearing. After the commission gets the tentative 
ordinance into satisfactory form, it is sub- 
mitted to the county board. Approval by the board 
does not make the ordinance effective; it simply 
indicates that the board iswilling that such towns 
as want the ordinance may have it. After approval 
by the county board, the ordinance is submitted to 
the respective town boards. The next time the coun- 
ty board meets, the matter is considered further. 
If the ordinance is adoptedit becomes effective in 
the towns whose boards have approved it. Those 
towns not approving originally may, if they desire, 
come in later through action of their town boards. 

"The Dane County ordinance was adopted in 1938 
and became effective in the five towns taking in 
most of the Madison urban-rural fringe. The or- 
dinance was amended to admit Westport in 1940, thus 
completing the chain around the Madison lakes. 
Further amendments in 1941 brought in Cross Plains 
and Primrose and, in 1942, thirteen other towns. 
Their interest evidently was stimulated by the 
construction of the Badger Ordnance Works, just 
across the river in Sauk County. Presumably the 
towns close to the river thought they might be af- 
fected by the plant. Those more distant probably 
were impressed by the good features of the ordi- 
nance. 

"Following a request from the County Board of 
Supervisors of Sauk County in January 1940, the 
State Planning Board assisted its committee in the 
preparation of a rural zoning ordinance. Original- 
ly stimulated by a desire to control the indis- 
criminate cutting of timber on the ridges of the 
Baraboo hills, this work went on intermittently 
until the fall of 1941, when the Ordnance Plant 
entered the picture just prior to the annual meet- 
ing of the county board in November. The problems 
invoived in the construction of the Badger plant 
were not contemplated when either the Dane or Sauk 
ordinance was adopted, and in consequence revisions 
are being undertaken immediately in view of the 
necessity for an unforeseen and extraordinary type 
of land-use regulation. The Sauk County ordinance 
was approved by seven towns in 1942. 

"Nothing, however, had been done in Columbia 
County, just east of Sauk and north of Dane. When 
it met in November 1941, however, the Columbia 
County Board senta very strong committee down he.e 
to confer with respect to what would be practicable. 
The result was an interim ordinance which was adopt- 
































DANE COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE | 
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ed atan adjourned meeting ofthe board. It followed 
the usual formula of defining as business districts 
areas in which certain uses existed, the remaining 
portion of the county being defined as an agricul- 
tural district. In addition, a system of highway 
setback lines was established as is done in all 
other comprehensive county zoning ordinances in 
Wisconsin. Provision was also made for nonconform- 
ing uses and for proper administration through a 
requirement for building permits. This interim or- 
dinance for Columbia County is now in effect and 
the comprehensive ordinance is being drafted. 

"The State Planning Board staff has cooperated 
with the county boards in all three of the counties 
named, also with certain villages in the locality 
shown on the maps. The activities of our staff in 
connection with the ordinances centered around Mr. 
J. M. Albers, who was ably assisted by Mr. Karl S. 
Kurtenacker. The rest of us got in and pitched as 
the circumstances and our respective abilities 
seemed to make possible." 
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PUBLIC WORK RESERVE—REVISED 


A Local Public Works Programming Office was 
set up onApril 1, following the administretive dis- 
establishment of the Public Work Reserve. 

Operating under the joint authority of the 
Federal Works Agency and the National Resources 
Planning Board, the new agency will (1) collect in- 
formetion concerning advance construction plans 
and estimates of state and local governments, (2) 
assist these agencies to prepare planned programs 
of public works, end (3) assemble the public works 
programs of non-federal agencies for a determina- 
tion of the amount and kind of public works which 
will be undertaken in the United States by such 
agencies during the next six years. 

Sponsoring agencies will determine the nature 
and extent of their six-year programs on the basis 
of local, state, or federal funds which are present- 
ly authorized by law. Through its regional and 
state units, the new programming office will lend 
continuing assistance to local governments in the 
revision and review of programs. 
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BEVERLY HILLS PLANS REAR LOT PARKING 
IN BUSINESS AREA 


"Rear lot" parking inits 30-block business 
district is Beverly Hills' planfor keeping streets 
open for automobile traffic. 

Under a state law passed last year, the Los 
Angeles suburb now is going ahead with a plan for 
providing free municipal parking under which busi- 
ness property owners will be asked to give up their 
"backyards" for this purpose. 

The state law, first of its kind, enables 25 
per cent of the property owners of any city or com- 
munity to set up a parking district to construct 
parking areas, financing them through a bond issue. 
The bonds are limited to 20 per cent ofthe assessed 
valuation of each parcel of real estate, and cost 
of maintenance of the free areas is held to five 
cents annually for each *100 assessed valuation. 

First step in the program is the passage of an 
"ordinance of intention," which has just been ac- 
complished in Beverly Hills. If there is no ob- 
jection within 30 days - protest by 50 per cent of 
the property owners would shelve the project for a 
year - a bond-sale ordinance willbe proposed, with 
another 30 days allowed for protest. A single 
property owner with a convincing case of “inequit- 
able hardship" can halt the program at this point. 

Under the Beverly Hills plan parking areas 
will be laid out in the center of a business dis- 
trict alley, which will be widened by use of back- 
lot space between the alley-way and the rear of 
each business house. This extra space, with loca- 
tion of the parking stalls in the center of the 
alley, will leave room on each side of the stalls 
for operation of store supply and delivery trucks. 
Each parking area will accommodate approximately 
sixty cars. 

Two considerations are temporarily holding up 
application of the plan. The first is the question 
of financing appraisal costs of %5,000 for the 
property to be used for parking purposes, a cost 
the council believes should be carried by the bene- 
fited business property owners; second, preliminary 
estimates indicate the bond limit of 20 per cent 
of the assessed valuation for constructing the park- 
ing areas may not be adequate. 


PLANNING COURSES AT GEORGE WASHINGTON U. 


The School of Engineering at George Washington 
University, Washington, D.C., announces continua- 
tion of two defense training courses in planning. 
According to the prospectus, the purpose of these 
courses is "to provide training and information for 
persons in the planning field and to filla growing 
need in connection with the coordination of housing 
and other land planning for defense and post-defense 
activities as related to local planning factors." 

Meeting from May to August, there will be 
weekly lectures and open class discussion. In 
addition, students will be given outside reading 
and assigned research projects and problems illus- 
trating the subject matter of the course. 

No university credit is allowed, but a certi- 
ficate of attendance and proficiency will be issued. 
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i A La SS 
CARROLL C. DAY 


We regret to announce the 
Mr. Carroll C. Day, who for some time served as 
chairman of the Oklahoma City Planning Commission 
and the Oklahoma County Regional Planning Comnis- 
sion. 





PERSONALS 


Andrew A. Boemi, formerly with the Department 
of City Plannins of New York, is now with the Bur- 
eau of the Budget, Executive Office of the Presi- 
dent, in Washington, D.C. 





H. G. Hatfield, who served as vice-chairman 
of the Oklahoma City Planning Commission and the 
Oklahoma County Regional Planning Commission, has 
been named chairman of the commission. Mr. Hal 
Whitten has been elected vice-chairman. 





Robert S. Russel), who formerly served as an 
assistant to the director of ASPO and as editor of 
the Planners' Journal, is now a lieutenant, junior 
grade, inthe United States Naval Air Corps Reserve. 





Ronald F. Scott, formerly planning engineer 
of Superior, Wisconsin, is now with the 3lst Tech- 
nical School Squadron (sp), at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri. 





Barbara Terrett, assistant to the director of ) eS 


ASPO, who has been on leaveof absence as associate 
program analyst, Public Work Reserve, Washington, 
D.C., has returned to ASPO. She will also serve 
as executive secretary of the American Institute 
of Planners and editor of the Planners’ Journal. 


ANNUAL REPORTS 


Annual Report of the Zoning Board of Appeals of the 
City of Dayton, Ohio, 1941: H. W. Starick, secre- 
tary-engineer. %2pp.mimeo.tables. 








Annual Report of the City Plan Board of Dayton, 


Ohto, 1941: H. W. Starick, secretary-engineer. 
Spp-mimeo. 





Annual Report of City Planning 1n Houston, Texas, 
1941: Ralph S. Fllifrit, planning engineer. 18pp. 
maps,graphs. (Subdivision control; major street 
plans; right of way; building lines; general plan- 
ning; defense planning; post-war planning; general 
operation.) 





The Twenty-Fifth Annual Report of the City Plan 
Commission of Saint Lours, Missourt, 1940-1941: 
342 Civil Court House, Saint Louis, Missouri; Tom 
A. Gilmartin, secretary. 44pp.mimeo. 








Bonded Surveyors of America Bulletin. 
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PLANNING (INCLUDING ZONING) 
LAW AND LEGISLATION 
Prepared by Alfred Bettman 


Right to Extend a Nonconforming Use Does Not Carry 
with it the Right to Violate Heicht and Area Regu- 
lations: 

McJimsey v. City of Des Moines, Supreme Court 
of Iowa (February 10, 1942), 2 Northwestern (2d) 65. 
Plaintiff's property was in a residential zone. At 
the south end of the property was the plaintiff's 
residence and at the north end a concrete platform 
48 feet by 40 feet, the north 24 feet of which was 
enclosed and covered by aframe building. The south 
24 feet was open. The frame building was used as 
a public garage and trucks were serviced on the 
open part of the platform. Plaintiff desired to 
alter and remodel the frame building so as to make 
it cover the entire concrete platforn. The en- 
largement would have been contrary to the yard or 
area requirements. The action was to compel the 
issuance of a permit. 

Owing to certain errors in the procedure of 
its enactment, the zoning ordinance had been in- 
valid. The state then enacted a validating statute 
which contained the provision that the act "shall 
not affect or apply to any use to which any real 
estate was lawfully devoted prior to the effective 
date thereof and that such use may be continued 
thereafter." 

Plaintiff contended that the said provision 
of the validating act meant that plaintiff must be 
allowed to cover the entire concrete platform with 
his enlarged building even though the enlargement 
would violate the yard or area requirements. The 
court decided against him, upon the ground that the 
word "use" in the statute has the specific customary 
meaning of the word “use" in zoning legislation 
and therefore does not cover that type of provision 
customarily known or referred to as area regula- 
tion. 








Long Acquiescance as an Estoppel Against Question- 
ing Validity of Zoning Use Regulation of a Particu- 
lar Property: 

Fifth Church of Christ, Scientist, 1n Denver, 
Colorado, v. Pigg and Son, Inc., Supreme Court of 
Colorado (February 22, 1942), 122 Pacific (2d) 887. 
The action was for a declaratory judgment brought 
by the Pigg corporation against its neighbor the 
Church to have the corporation's property declared 
to have been improperly zoned. The property was in 
a residence zone, and the corporation wished it to 
be in a business zone. Note that an action to de- 
clare the zoning unconstitutional was brought by 
One property owner against another as though they 
were the parties involved. Indeed, the court was 
careful to point out that the plaintiff was care- 
ful not to say anything against the zoning ordi- 
nance, except as the same related to the single and 
particular piece of property owned by the plaintiff. 

The zoning had taken place fourteen years be- 
fore, and during the fourteen years the Church had 
expended $100,000 upon its lot, and the sole ques- 
tion in the case, as visualized by the court, was 















whether the plaintiff had lost its right to object 
by being silent for fourteen years, and the court 
held that it had. 

All judicial consciousness of planning con- 
siderations, was, so faras appears fromthe court's 
opinion, conspicuously absent; and the world con- 
sisted of two lots and their two owners. 
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1. Christian Science Church. . ae 
2. Property in question. 32 z 
3. Lutheran Church. ce (ie 





4. East High School. 






































Mechanic's Lien for Labor and Material on Building 
which Violates Zoning Ordinance not Enforcible: 

Wolthausen v. Lederer, Appellate Court of 
Illinots (November 1941), 39 N. E. (2d) 71. What 
there is of a statement of facts and law occurs 
entirely in the syllabus, the text of the opinion 
being nothing more than a statement of affirmance 
of the lower court. The syllabus is, however, long 
and novel and refreshing, for it supplies a new 
and unexpected instrument of enforcement of zoning 
ordinances. 

A lumber company had furnished lumber for a 
two-family dwelling ina single-family district, 
and the case wasanaction toenforce its mechanic's 
lien. 

The court held that the contract for the lum- 
ber, being in violation of the zoning ordinance, 
was unenforcible and that the lumber company could 
not claim that its lumber had benefitted the prem- 
ises, as the premises were damaged to the extent 
of the cost of restoring the building to a single- 
family dwelling so as to make it legal. 








Constitutional for State Enabling Statute to Permit 
Various Municipalities to Specify Penalty for Vio- 
lations of their Zoning Ordinances Respectively: 

Ex parte Hobbs, Court of Criminal Appeals of 
Texas (November 1941), 157 S. W. (2d) 397. This 
was a habeas corpus action brought by a property 
owner who was under arrest for a violation of the 
zoning ordinance of Fort Worth, and it was evidently 
a case to test the constitutionality of the penal 
provisions of the Fort Worth ordinance. The main 
basis of attack was that the state enabling statute, 
though it did make violations of zoning ordinances 
to be misdemeanors, did not itself specify the 
penalties, and thus different cities could specify 
different penalties, and the contention was that 
this permitted an unconstitutional denial of equal 
protection of the laws. 

The court held that the equality requirement 
was satisfied if all the inhabitants of Fort Worth 
were subject to the same penalties. 
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BOOKS, PAMPHLETS AND REPORTS 


POSTWAR PLANNING IN THE UNITED STATES. George B. 
Galloway. Twentieth Century Fund, 330 West 42nd 
Street, New York. 1942. 158pp. 60¢. (Two lim- 


ited mimeographed editions of this work were pre- 
viously published and quickly exhausted. The study 
was revised and enlarged and has now been made 
available in printed form. It lists, among others, 
35 government agencies, 33 private agencies, ll 
industrial and financial organizations, and 16 trade 
assocjations interested in postwar planning, and 
describes their activities. The report also con- 
tains an excellent selected bibliography on the 
sub ject.) 

YOUTH AND THE FUTURE. American Youth Commission. 
American Council on Education, 744 Jackson Place, 
Washington, D. C. 1942. 296pp. $2.50. (Full 
employment for youth and a system that offers them 
a healthy physical and social environment in the 
post-war world must be considered in any long-range 
plans for the future. The book discusses youth's 
problems in the recent past and states certain ob- 
jectives that need to be realized now and after the 
current war program.) 


OUR PUBLIC WORKS EXPERIENCE. National Resources 
Planning Board. Superintendent of Documents, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 1941. S36pp.eraphs. 10¢. (Past ex- 
perience shows that without adequate programning, 
public works are ineffective in meeting the problems 
of a depression.) 


TWENTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL PLANNING CONFERENCE. Massa- 
chusetts Federation of Planning Boards, 435 City 
Hall, Boston; Frank H. Malley, secretary. October, 
1941. Slpp. (The subjects discussed at the confer- 
ence were: A Call to Planning; Comnunity Planning; 
A Layman Looks at Zoning; Planningas Seen from the 
Mayor's Desk; The Function of the Public Safety 
Committee; Post Defense Public Works; Defense Needs 
of the Trucking Industry; The Problem of Traffic 
Congestion; New Neighborhoods for0Old; The New York 
Redevelopment Law.) 


HOUSING IN SUPERIOR; A REPORT ON THE SUPERIOR REAL 
PROPERTY INVENTORY, AUGUST 1939. City Plan Com- 
mission, Superior, Wisc.; Ronald F. Scott, planning 
engineer. 1942. 108pp.mimeo.tables,«craphs. 


MINUTES OF CITY PLANNERS DEPARTMENT 43RD ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE OF LEAGUE OF CALIFORNIA CITIES, Room 414, 
State Capitol Building, Sacramento, California; 
J. G. Marr, president. S6pp.mimeo. 


PLANNING, ZONING AND HOUSING LAWS. Compiled by 
John W. Stannard, research coordinator, Michigan 
Planning Commission, Lansing; George G. Ross, di- 
rector. March 1942. 2ipv.mimeo. 


A CAMPUS DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR THE 
WISCONSIN, Wisconsin State Planning Board, Mad- 
ison; M. W. Torkelson, secretary. December 1941. 
283pp.maps,tables,illus. 
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UNIVERSITY OF 


REMAKING AMERICA. 


Jay Franklin. Houghton Mifflin 
Company, Boston, Mass. 1942. 287pp.illus. $3.00 
(The author surveys the ruin wrought in our natural 
and human resources during our period of national 
expansion and their reconstruction since the advent 
of the New Deal. Many parts of the book are fea- 
tured by dramatic and rather beautiful descriptive 
writing although occasionally it becomes a bit ex- 
travagant. The author believes that the American 
people are building and will continue to build a 
democratic colledtive economy which if successful 
will be the greatest social achievement inhistory. 
Franklin injects the feeling of humanity into the 
cold statistics ofthe reconstruction of the United 





States. Remaking America furnishes a graphic inm- 
pression of the United States as it is today. RS) 


A REGION IN UPHEAVAL. Harry Grayson. The Detroit 
Edison Company, 2000 Second Avenue, Detroit, Mich. 
Nov. 1941. 13lpp.mimeo,illus.craphs,maps,tables. 
(An interesting report prepared by a representative 
of the Detroit Edison Company dealing with that part 
of southern Michigan which is served by the Edison 
Company. The report deals with population shifts, 
migration of industry, water supply, health, sew- 
age disposal, housing, recreation, and government. 
It contains a nunber of interesting statements by 
enployees and employers showing why small industrial 
plants have moved to rural areas.) 


PLAN FOR THE NEW COVENTRY. Available from the 
British Library of Information, 30 Rockefeller 
Plaza, New York. l15pp. illus. (An architectural 


plan for the rebuilding of the central part of 
Coventry destroyed by bombing.) 


OUR CHANGING TRANSPORTATION PROBLEM. Tom D. Cooke 
and John P. Commons. In Civic Affairs, University 
of Southern California, Los Angeles. March 1942. 
pp.1,4-5. 





PRELIMINARY REPORT ON AIRPORTS. Detroit City Plan 
Commission, Water Board Bldg., Detroit; George F. 
Emery, city planner and secretary. March 1942. 
42pp.mimeo.maps, graphs, table. 


PARKING METERS IN TENNESSEE. Kenneth 0. Warner. 
University of Tennessee, Governmental Reference 
Service, Knoxville. Feb. 1942. 22pp.mimeo.tables. 


A REPORT TO THE PARKING COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED 
CIVIC COUNCIL. St. Paul Planning Board, 279 City 
Hall, St. Paul, Minn.; George H. Herrold, planning 
envineer. Nov. 1941. 10pp.mimeo.tables. 

STREETS AND HIGHWAYS OF ST. PAUL. 


City Planning 





Board, City Hall, St. Paul, liinmn.; George H. Her- 
rold, planning engineer. Jan. 1942. 33pp.mimeo. 
CORRECTION 


The price of the 1941 Proceedings of the 
Institute of Traffic Engineers is $1.50 rather 
than $1, as listed in the last issue of the 
News Letter. 
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